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Conservation Objectives for : Galway Bay Complex SAC [000268]
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Coastal lagoons

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Coastal lagoons in Galway Bay Complex
SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets:

qu’get

Area stable, subject to
slight natural variation.
Favourable reference area
76.7ha. See map 4

Notes

Areas calculated from spatial data derived from
Oliver, 2007. Site codes IL037, 1L038, 1L039, IL046,
11047, 1L048, 11049, ILO50, IL0O51, IL052. NB there
may be more, as yet unmapped, lagoons within this
SAC. See lagoon supporting document for further
details

No decline, subject to
natural processes. See
map 4 for mapped lagoons

Sites 1037, 11038, 1L039, 11.046, IL047, I1L048,
1L049, IL0SO, ILOS1, ILOS2 in Oliver, 2007, NB there
may be more, as yet unmapped, lagoons within this
SAC. See lagoon supporting document for further
details

Median annual salinity and
temporal variation within
natural ranges

The lagoons in the site vary from oligohaline to
euhaline. See lagoon supporting document for
further details

Annual water level
fiuctuations and minima
within natural ranges

Most of the lagoons listed for this site are considered
to be shallow; however, Aughinish lagoon and Lough
Atalia do have deeper (at least 3m) parts. See
lagoon supporting document for further details

Appropriate hydrological
connections between
lagoons and sea, induding
where necessary,
appropriate management

The lagoons within this site exhibit a variety of
barrier types including cobble/shingle, karst and
artificial embankment/causeway. Several are
recorded as having sluices. See lagoon supporting
document for further details

Annual median chlorophyli
a within natural ranges
and less than 5ug/t.

Target based on Roden and Oliver (2010). See
lagoon supporting document for further details

Annual median MRP within
natural ranges 0.img/L.

Target based on Roden and Oliver (2010). See
lagoon supporting document for further details

Annual median DIN within
natural ranges and less
than 0.15mg/L

Target based on Roden and Oliver (2010). See
lagoon supporting document for further details

Macrophyte colonisation to
at least 2m depth

For shallow lagoons, it is expected that macrophytes
should extend to their deepest points. See lagoon
supporting document for further details

Attribute Measure

Habitat area Hectares

Habitat Occurrence

distribution

Salinity regime Practical salinity units
(psu)

Hydrological Metres

regime

Barrier: Permeability

connectivity

between lagoon

and sea

Water quality: Hofl

Chloraphyll a

Water quality: mg/L

Molybdate

Reactive

Phospharus (MRP)

Water quality: mg/L

Dissolved

Inorganic

Nitrogen (DIN)

Depth of Metres

macrophyte

colonisation

Typical plant Number and m?2

species

Maintain number and
extent of listed lagoonal
specialists, subject to
natural variation

Species listed in Oliver, 2007. See lagoon supporting
document for further details

Typical animal Number

species

Maintain listed lagoon
specialists, subject to
natural variation

Species listed in Oliver, 2007. See lagoon supporting
document for further details

Negative indicator Number and % cover

Negative indicator species

Low salinity, shallow water and elevated nutrient

species absent or under controf levels increase the threat of accelerated
encroachment by reedbeds. See lagoon supporting
document for further details
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Conservation Objectives for : Galway Bay Complex SAC [000268]
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Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Salicornia and other annuals
colonizing mud and sand in Galway Bay Complex SAC, which is defined by the following list
of attributes and targets:

Attribute
Habitat area

Measure
Hectares

Target

Area stable or increasing,
subject to natural
processes, including
erosion and succession.
For sub-sites mapped:
Barna House - 0.067ha,
Seaweed Paint - 0.003ha,
Roscam West and South -
0.023ha, Kilcaimin - 0.015,
Kileenaran - 0.007ha,
Kinvara West - 0.017ha,
Scanlan's Island - 0.117ha,
Tawin Island - 1.098ha.
See map 9

Notes

Based on data from Saltmarsh Monitoring Project
(SMP) (McCorry and Ryle, 2008). Habitat recorded
at eight of the ten sub-sites surveyed and mapped,
giving a total estimated area of 1.347ha. N.B.
Further unsurveyed areas may be present within this
site. See coastal habitats supporting dacument for
further details

Habitat
distribution

QOccurrence No decline, or change in
habitat distribution, subject
to natural processes. See
map 9 for known

distribution

Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
and Ryle, 2009). Saficornia is an annual species, so
its distribution can vary significantly from year to
year. See coastal habitats supporting document for
further details

Physical structure:

Presencef absence of  Maintain/restore, natural

Sediment supply is particularly important for pioneer
saltmarsh community, as the distribution of this
habitat depends on accretion rates. See coastal
habitats supporting document for further details

Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
and Ryle, 2009). Creeks deliver sediment throughout
saltmarsh system. Creeks and pan structures well
developed at Kileenaran and Tawin Island. See
coastal habitats supporting document for further
details

This pioneer saltmarsh community requires regular
tidal inundation. See coastal habitats supporting
document for further details

Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
and Ryle, 2008). See coastal habitats supporting
document for further details

Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
and Ryle, 2009). See coastal habitats supporting
document for details

Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
and Ryle, 2009). See coastal habitats supporting
document for details

Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
and Ryle, 2009). See coastal habitats supporting
document for further details

Based on data from SMP (McCorry, 2007; McCorry
and Ryle, 2008). See coastal habitats supporting
document for further details

sediment supply  physical barriers circulation of sediments
and organic matter,
without any physical
obstructions

Physical structure: QOccurrence Maintain, or where

creeks and pans necessary restore creek
and pan structure, subject
to natural processes,
including erosion and
succession

Physical structure: Hectares flooded; Maintain natural tidal

flooding regime  frequency regime

Vegetation Occurrence Maintain the range of

structure: coastal habitats including

zonation transitional zones, subject
to natural processes
including erosion and
succession.

Vegetation Centimetres Maintain structural

structure: vartation within sward

vegetation height

Vegetation Percentage cover ata  Maintain more than 90%

structure: representative sample  of area outside creeks

vegetation cover  of monitoring stops vegetated

Vegetation Percentage cover Maintain the range of

composition: species-poor communities

typical species with typical species listed

and sub- in SMP (McCorry and Ryle,

communities 2009)

Vegetation Hectares There is currently no

structure: common cordgrass

negative indicator (Spartina anglica) in this

species - Spartina SAC. Prevent

anglica establishment of cordgrass
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Conservation Objectives for : Black Head-Poulsallagh Complex SAC [000020]
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Limestone pavements

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Limestone pavements in Black Head-
Poulsallagh Complex SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets:

Attribute
Habitat area

Measure
Hectares

Target ‘

Area stabie, subféct to
natural processes

Notes

Limestone pavements occurs in intimate association
with other Annex I habitats in this SAC; Alpine and
Boreal heaths (4060); Juniperus communis
formations on heaths or calcareous grasslands
(5130); Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland
facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-
Brometalia) (6210); Petrifying springs with tufa
formation (Cratoneurion) (7220). Therefore, these
habitats cannot easily be mapped or considered
separately. Conservation objectives for all these
habitats should be used in conjunction with each
other as appropriate. Wilson and Fernandez (2013)
mapped the indicative area of limestone pavement,
including associated habitats as 5,572ha (map 6).
Four sites within the SAC were surveyed in detail as
part of the national survey of limestone pavement
and associated habitats (Wilson and Fernandez,
2013). This survey should be consulted for further
details

Habitat
distribution

QOccurrence

No decline. Map 6 shows
indicative distribution,
including associated
habitats

See notes for area above. Based on data from
Wilson and Fernandez (2013). This habitat is spiit
into exposed pavement and wooded pavement. In
this SAC, the area of wooded pavement is relatively
small

Vegetation
composition:
typical species

Number at a
representative number
of monitoring stops

At least seven positive
indicator species present

Positive indicator species for exposed and wooded
pavement are listed in Wilson and Fernandez (2013)

Vegetation
composition:
bryophyte layer

Percentage at a
representative number
of monitoring stops

Bryophyte cover at least
50% on wooded pavement

Attribute and target based on Wilson and Fernandez
(2013)

Vegetation
composition:
negative indicator
species

Percentage at &
representative number
of monitoring stops

Collective cover of negative
indicator species on
exposed pavement not
more than 1%

Negative indicator species listed in Wilson and
Fernandez (2013). Negative indicator species for
wooded pavement overlap with non-native species
{below)

Vegetation
composition: hon-
native species

Percentage at a
representative number
of monitoring stops

Cover of non-native
species not more than 1%
on exposed pavement; on
wooded pavement not
more than 10% with no
regeneration

Attribute and target based on Wilson and Fernandez
(2013)

Vegetation
composition:
serub

Percentage at a
representative number
of monitoring stops

Scrub caver no more than
25% of exposed pavement

Attribute and target based on Wilson and Fernandez
(2013). This SAC has very little scrub cover
compared with areas further inland

Vegetation
composition:
bracken cover

Percentage at a
representative number
of monitoring stops

Bracken { Pteridium
aquilinum) cover no more
than 10% on exposed
pavement

Attribute and target based on Wilson and Fernandez
(2013)

Vegetation
structure:
waoodland canopy

Percentage at a
representative number
of monitoring stops

Canopy cover on wooded
pavement at least 30%

Wooded limestone pavement in this SAC is mostly
low-growing hazel (Corylus avellana) woodland,
some of which can be classified as Atlantic hazel
woodland, an internationally rare woodland type.
Despite its low stature it is nonetheless an important
habitat for woodland species. Attribute and target
based on Wilson and Fernandez (2013)

Vegetation
structure: dead

Occurrence in a
representative number

Sufficient quantity of dead
wood on wooded

Dead wood is a valuable resource and an integral
part of a healthy, functioning woodland ecosystem

wood of monitoring stops pavement to provide
habitat for saproxylic
arganisms
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Physical structure: Occurrence in a
disturbance representative number
of monitoring stops

No evidence of grazing
pressure on wooded
pavement

Attribute and target based on Wilson and Fernandez
(2013)

Indicators of local Occurrence
distinctiveness

Indicators of local
distinctiveness are
maintained

Includes red-data and other rare or localised species
as well as archaeological and geological features,
which often support distinctive species
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